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Dear Prospective Teachers,

Please review the following questions, and use them as a guide to taking careful notes during your observation time. 
Concentrate on watching the students in the classroom(s). Note the range of differences in abilities, appearances and interest that occur in a single class. Note how students react to different teaching approaches.
1) Which teaching techniques excite their interest?

2) Which teaching materials and strategies did you observe? Which promoted student interest and engagement?

3) How many students were in the classroom?

4) How many students were involved with the lesson?

Observe the ways different teachers handle their classes.

1) How do they start their classes?

2) How much time do they spend starting their classes?

3) What attendance procedures are in use?

4) How are classes brought to conclusion?

5) What techniques for motivation, probing, discovery, inquiry, closure, and reinforcement are used?

6) What procedures are used to establish and maintain classroom control?

Observe the climate of each class.

1) What seems to be the cause of the climate?

2) Is the class teacher-centered or student-centered? How do you know?

3) How does the teacher use learning centers?

4) How do students respond to the teacher, fellow students, you as an observer?

